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Bhipping Transactions and
Notes of Interest Along
The Bay Front. :

The following vessels left for sea
yesterday: British steamship Barris-
ter, British steamship Haddonhall.

x> L A

The lighter Escambia has arrived

from Florida Town with 230 barrels
of naval stores,
The river steamer J. P. Williams

airrived yesterday morning from Mil-
ton and Blackwater with 170 barrels
of naval stores. She left for Milton
at 1 p. m.,, where she will load 128
bales of cotton for Marks & Gayle,
of this city, and seven baies for Mo-
bile,
~ * ]

Arrangements have been perfecied
for the establishment of wireless tele-
graph stations at Gulfport, Miss. A
steel tower rising 100 feet will be
constructed on top of a three-story
building; another station will be built
at Ship Island, both to be complete
May 1st.
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A method has recently been devised
whereby a ship can determine its dis-

tance from anotner vessel, or from
shore. The vessels, as well as the

shore station, are provided with wire-
Jess telephone apparatus, which is
used to transmit the sound of a sub-
marine signal beil. The difference in
time which it takes for the sound to
be transmitied by wireless telephony
and to travel through the water en-
sbles the recelver to determine the
distance of the sending station from
him,
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A Sailing Ship Combine.

Low freights and the increasing in-
vasion by the tramp steamer of
trades formerly looked upon as best
suited for the sailing ship make bad
times for the latter. The difficulty
experienced in making their vessels
pay has led two Glasgow firms of
sailing ship owners to form a new lia-
bility company under which their
vessels will be operated as one fleet.
By this arrangement it is sought to
obtain economy in running expenses;
partial or total self-insurance: ability
10 confract for large quantities of
freight; the spreading of interests
over several vessels and consequent
averaging of resuits; prospect of a
better market for the sale of odd
shares; and limitation of liability. As
insurance rates have become one of
tne more important factors ia the
operation of sailing ships the new
company will assume a large part of
the insurance with a view ultimately

of carrying it altogether. The work-
ing of this arrangement will be
watched with inierest. There may

be something of value in it for Amer-
ican sailing vessel owners. If under
these conditions the sailing ship can-
not be made to pay it will indeed be
discouraging.—Maritime Register.
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Joining Baltic and Black Seas.

The suip canal connecting the Bal-
tic and Black Seas is now in a fair
way to be built. According to expec-

tations the charter will be readily
given by the gZovernment and work

on the great unuertaking w.. begin
before the end of the year. This wa-
ter connection will comsist for the
greater part of its course of twe riv-
ers, the Duna, which empties into the
Baltic at Riga, and the Dnieper, which
empties into the Black Sea at Cher-
son. This great waterway will have
a length of above 1,600 miles, but
tae canal connecting the two rivers
will be only about 60 or 65 miles in
length. There will have to be many
locks for overcoming the plateau be-
tween the two rivers, and the rivers
themselves will reguire much im-
provement before tney are navigable
for the ordinary Baltic steamers, as
tne plans contemplate. It is not in-
tended to make the waterway availa-
ble for big war vessels. at least not
for the preseat. The distance from
Orsha to Cherson as the river runs is
in the neighborhood of 1,100 miles,
and of this total only about 43 miles

are not wnavigable. Notwithstanding
the engineering difficulties to be
overcome, it is estimated that the

canal and nver improvements will
not ccst above $250.000.000, and it is
expected that the whole plan can be
carried out in five years. The im-
portance of the waterway for com-
merce can easily be comprehended
when it is stated that steamers will
be able, as is estimaied, to pass from
the Black Sea to the Baltic in 12
auays, whereas grain steamers from
Odessag now require 45 dayvs to make
the long voyage through the Mediter-
ranean, the Straits of Gibraltar and
the English Channel to North Sea
ports. As the Dnieper culs the meost
fertile wheat region in Russia. the
projected waterway wouid give Rus-
sian grain great advantages in com-
peting with American wheat and flour
throughout Northern Eurepe. The
canal is also expected to carry im-
mense amournts of Russian timber to
Biga to be distributed far and wiae
& Burope, and this will mean com-
petition for another American pro-

duct.

A Large Smpbunldmg Yard.

One of the largest shipbuilding
vards on the Great Lakes, costing
more than $1,000 000 covering thirty-
five acres of land, and giving employ-
ment to at least 3000 men when com-
pleted. will soom be built at Ashta-
bula, O. Final ceatracts for the con-
sfruction work were signed vesterday
by A. C. Pessano, presidesni of the
Great Lakes Engineering ‘orks:
tieneval Mapager D. C. Noon, of the
}.ake Shere Railroad. aud R. P. Reld-
enbach, president of the Ashtabula
Chamber of Cemmerce, represenling
the 4..1 o! Ashtabulz. Work on the
o be started soom by

Ministers

in the orde
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